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NJHS Color Run 
By Tabatha Alegria and Dhrumi Pandya 

The NJHS Color Run was a 
great success. 85 people participated and we raised 
$500. According to NJHS Advisor Ms. Cooke, “The 
Color Run was so much fun! 
I am so proud of all the NJHS 
members who worked hard to 
put on such a successful 
event and I look forward to it 
being even bigger next year.” 
 
 
 
 
 

“Music in the Parks” - Franklin Shines Again 
By: Tabatha Alegria and Rudra Pandya  

Three buses filled with talented musicians and singers headed out from FMS to 
Pennsylvania after months and months of rehearsals and practices. The FMS Competition 
Orchestra, directed by Ms. Nowik, and the FMS Competition Choir, directed by Ms. 
Radvanski participated in the annual “Music in the Parks” festival on Friday, June 7th. 
Competition Orchestra performed “Tam Lyn,” a traditional Scottish fiddle tune arranged 
by Crystal Plohman and Bob Phillips, and “Farandole” by Georges Bizet and arranged by 
Merle Isaac at the Brandywine Heights High School, and Competition Choir performed 
“The Prayer of the Children” by Kurt Bestor/arranged by Andrea Klouse and “Ad Astra 
(To the Stars)” by Jacob Narverud at Kutztown University. After being adjudicated for 
their performances, the students enjoyed the rest of the day at Dorney Park, where they 
went on rides, played games, and had fun with their friends. A few hours later, all the 
students checked in with their chaperones and gathered at the Food Grove Fest, where the 
winners would be announced. Members of both Competition Orchestra and Competition 
Choir earned ranks of “Excellent”. Competition Orchestra earned an average of 83.25 out 
100 points and came in 2nd place while Competition Choir earned an average of 89 out of 
100 points, coming in 4th place. Congratulations to all students and the directors for their 
success and representing Franklin Middle School, our school, in the correct manner.  

Bound for Broadway - School Musical 
By: Tabatha Alegria 
This year’s play was unlike any others - it was completely student run. 
The idea of “Bound to Broadway” was inspired and written by 
students and introduced in a short video at the beginning. This video 
featured student writers Emma Desai (7), Faith Gibson (7), Chloe 
Leong (8), Emily Novielli (7), Dorothy Russoniello (8), Madhuri 
Smith (8), Harry Thompson (8), Clarissa Furtado (8), Shrey Mehta (8), 
William Freiberg (7), Sophie Parillo (6), Milan Patel (8), and Karthik 
Vemparala (6). These students outlined the format of the play and 
gave a quick summary on how each play connected to the main idea of 
discovering who you are. Emma was also the assistant director, 
working alongside Molly Smith (8) and Olivia Molina (6), who were 
stage manager and assistant stage manager. Noelle Tatum (6) and 
Eliana Montas (6) took care of props while Raina Desai (8) and 
Jayden Freiberg (7) managed lights and sound. Jack Bozinta (8) took 
on the role of set coordinator, and Gabrielle Fernandez (6) was 
assistant choreographer. All actors and actresses did an amazing job 
performing the array of musicals, including Annie, Guys and Dolls, 
and The Wiz. It would be no surprise if we see these amazing and 
talented students on Broadway someday -- we’ll be waiting. 
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8th Grade Highlights -- A Year to Remember 
 

8th Grade Night Under 
the Lights 

By: Warrior Spirit Staff  
On Wednesday, June 12th, the 8th 
grade class enjoyed a magical night 
at The Marigold. The Formal, as it 
was called, had a neon lights theme. 
Four hundred students dressed to 
impress -- enjoyed a delicious 
dinner, danced, and took tons of 
pictures. Here are some snapshots 
from the event.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spotlight on FMS@HSC 8th Grade Advisor -- Ms. Danielle Knoeppel  
By: Kaitlyn Eckhart & Josephine Osenenko 

One of the most hardworking teachers at Franklin Middle School is surely Ms. Knoeppel, our 8th 
grade class advisor. Read below to see the impact she is making in our school and community while 
still finding time to teach Language Arts classes. 

Q: How many fundraisers helped the 
cost of the 8th grade experience? 
A: There were many. Snack sales, 
Friendsgiving, student staff basketball 
game, shoe drive, Color Run, sales at 
other clubs events, drawstring bag sales, 
tricky tray table, donations from 
teachers, gift wrapping at Barnes and 
Noble, bagel sales. Through it all we 
were able to raise close to $8,000 that 
went to supporting kids and 
supplementing costs for the trip and 
formal.  
Q: How many pairs of shoes were 
donated for the shoe drive? Would you do it again next year? 
A: Over 3,000 pairs between the two schools; about 2,600 just here at HSC.  I’m happy to report that 
we raised over $1,200.  We were able to sponsor so many kids to go on the trip and attend the formal. 
It was the largest amount of money we have been able to make out of a community service type 
project. The students who helped run the event and collect shoes were nothing short of amazing.  I 
would love to repeat the shoe drive next year, but I think that I've tapped everyone out of shoes. 
Maybe we can find another community service type project. The shoes go to people who are in need 
due to natural disasters. They also go to third-world countries where they are able to create micro 
businesses and resell the shoes.  
Q: What did you like and dislike about organizing the 8th grade experience events? 
A: I love it. Even though the month of June is crazy with an event every week, it is a really nice way 
to send the kids off and see how thankful they really are. One of my favorite parts is being able to 
show my club members how much good they can do in a school year by creating events for students 
to enjoy throughout the year and finding projects that cannot only help our students but help others as 
well. The students make it all worth it!  
Q: Why did you want to be the 8th grade Advisor? 
A: It started off with my love for community service. In college I completed 300 hours of community 
service in one year with a program that I was in that was supported by Americorp. I wanted to find a 
way to show kids that community service is not just about going to a soup kitchen because that's what 
most middle schools students assume. I wanted to show them that they can affect their community in 
a positive way whether its planning events or raising money, or supporting a certain organization. 
Being the 8th grade advisor not only gave me a chance to do this, but it also gave me a chance to get 
to know every single 8th grade student in our school. I know most students needs, artistic abilities, 
leadership qualities etc. Even if they aren’t part of the club, these kids are so willing to help and 
seeing 8th graders in that light really made being advisor so worthwhile. 
Q: Anything else you’d like us to know… 
A: I honestly would not be able to do any of this without the support for the staff and administration. 
It is not an easy task to take on with all the event that have to be planned throughout the year and the 
culmination of a packed June schedule. As a whole school, everyone is so helpful with the trip and 
volunteering to chaperone. The 8th grade formal, all of the 8th grade teachers in particular are there to 
help and set up and make the night amazing. The cook-out and graduation I would not be able to 
accomplish without Ms. Langan and Mr. Day.  Mr. Solomon, Mrs. Hurd, and Mrs. Kelly have my 
back every step of the way and support me always. They trust that I have the students best interest in 
mind and allow myself and Ms. Bandeira (SGS 8th Grade Advisor) to accomplish amazing events. 
And lastly, the students are the reason why we do all of this. There are ups and downs throughout the 
year but being able to send them off with such a memorable goodbye, that will stick with them 
forever, and that is our goal as a club.  

 
 

Friendly Reminder - 
Box Tops 
Friendly reminder to save your 
box tops over the summer. It’s 
free money for our school!  
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FMS Spring Sports Score Card  
By: Sophia Kawah 

Patriotic Craft 
By: Eliana Montas 

Get ready for Independence Day on 
July 4 with this patriotic craft. We 
thought this craft is  just perfect to 
show your American spirit! 

From:https://www.happinessishomemade.net/4th-july-kids-craf
t-popsicle-stick-star-streamers/ 

 Popsicle Stick Star Streamers 
1. Start by gluing together five 

craft sticks to create a star shape. For 
maximum stability, add a dab of glue 

in all of the places where the craft 
sticks intersect one another. 

2. If you’d like to use your stars 
as a hanging decoration, glue a 

ribbon loop to the back side for hanging (or you can 
attach a skinny dowel to make a star wand!). 

3. Flip your stars over to the back side, and glue on an 
assortment of tissue paper streamers. 

4. Once the streamers on the back side have dried 
completely, flip the stars over and decorate the front. 
We used glitter, sequins and pom poms, but the sky’s 

the limit! 
 

 

Patriotic Dessert Kabobs  
By: Sophia Kawah  

➢ 9x13 - inch pan of 
Brownies (chilled 
and cut into 1-inch 
cubes) 

➢ 1 pint blueberries, 
washed 

➢ 1 pint strawberries, 
washed and hulled 

➢ Large marshmallows 
➢ Hot fudge sauce for drizzling, if desired 

Directions: 
Alternate threading brownies, fruit and marshmallows onto 
wooden skewers. Drizzle with hot sauce, if desired. Refrigerate 
until ready to serve. Enjoy with family and friends.

Baseball (Boys): 
Coach - Mr. Villegas 
Assistant Coach: Mr. Stralka 
Wins - 6 
Losses - 7 
Accomplishments:  

- Led by an impressive 8th grade 
group 

- Reached the semi-final game 

 

Softball (Girls): 
Coach - Mr. Kahora 
Assistant Coach - Ms. Brisebois 
Assistant Coach - Ms. Smith 
Wins - 0 
Losses - 11 
Accomplishments:  

-  One Scrimmage vs. St.Matthias on 
5/10/19...which the girls won (A 
positive end to the season!) 

Track and Field (Boys):  
Coach - Mr. Harris 
Assistant Coach - Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Crouse 
Wins - 6 
Losses - 1 

 

Track and Field (Girls):  
Coach - Ms. Scafidi 
Assistant Coach - Ms. Sullivan 
Wins - 7  
Losses - 0  
Accomplishments -  

- This season, the girls won seven 
out of seven 

- Undefeated at the Meet Of 
Champions 

 
 

 

 

 

Honorable Mention -- Franklin Liberty Bells 
Warrior Spirit Staff 
We have an honorable mention to the Franklin Liberty Bells. The Franklin 
Liberty Bells had their inaugural performance on Wednesday, June 19. 
Purchase of our new three octave set of new Malmark Handbells was made 
possible by 
generous grants 
from Handbell 
Musicians of 
America and 
HMA Area 2, as 
well as donations 
from Ryan Guth 
of Impulse 
Handbell 
Ensemble and 
Lora Malta Mohr 
of Malmark 
Bellcraftsmen. 

End of Year 
Trips 
By: Warrior Spirit Staff 

The end of the school 
year is fast approaching, 
and the 6th and 7th 
graders have gone on 
their class trips. Both 
grades had their field trips 
on Friday, June 21st; 
having a great time at 
Medieval Times in 
Lyndhurst, NJ (6th 
Grade) and Liberty 
Science Center in Jersey 
City, NJ (7th Grade). The 
sixth graders will get a 
head start into their social 
studies classes next year 
as they will actually 
experience Medieval 
history in preparation for 
7th Grade class content. 
The seventh graders will 
experience a planetarium 
show, attend a STEM 
workshop, and explore a 
variety of interactive 
science exhibits. 

Taking a Stand Onstage 
By: Tabatha Alegria 
As we depart 
from middle 
school, we 
must reflect 
on our 
experience 
and choices. 
Two months 
ago, eighth 
graders were 
invited to 
write a 
speech 
sharing their 
experience 
as a student 
at FMS, ultimately tying it back to the idea of 
“What Is Your Why?”. Students had only ten 
days to write, draft and edit a speech that would 
be heard by their peers, teachers, and families on 
the “big day”. Several students accepted the 
challenge to compete for the role of student 
speaker.  Literacy teachers from throughout the 
school read the speeches and scored them based 
on a rubric. Despite this pressure, Andy Lam 
(HSC) and Ty-anna Dormeus (SGS) 
successfully emerged as the winning speech 
writers and will perform their speeches on 
Thursday, June 27 at the Eighth Grade Moving 
Up Ceremony to be held at Franklin High 
School. We can only imagine the amount of 
courage these two amazing students have, 
speaking in front of more than four hundred 
students and their approximately four family 
members each. Congratulations to both winners 
-- we cannot wait to hear your speeches. Your 
peers will be cheering for you! 

See us in color in the FMS@HSC Virtual Backpack on our Homepage!               4 

https://www.happinessishomemade.net/4th-july-kids-craft-popsicle-stick-star-streamers/
https://www.happinessishomemade.net/4th-july-kids-craft-popsicle-stick-star-streamers/


Issue 4//2019 
 
 

 

Summer Reading: Not As Boring As It Seems 
By: Afia Asamoah 

Summer. The very word represents endless days of sunshine and perfect 
weather, swimming, attending parties/barbecues, and so much more. 
From the moment the final bell rings on the last day of school, students 
unanimously decide that for the next three months, fun trumps academic 
subjects. However...beware of the “summer slide,” or the decline in 
learning skills and the ability to retain information learned throughout 
the school year. Anyone can agree that this slide certainly isn’t fun. 
According to 
various sources, 
students who 
don’t read over 
the summer are 
more likely to 
decrease as much 
as three reading 
levels. In 
addition, math 
skills can suffer, 
and vocabulary becomes less advanced as students spend less time 
studying. As if that isn’t enough, I-Ready performance can also be 
affected if you choose not to read over the summer. If you’re looking to 
improve on I-Ready and possibly test-out, it may be time to freshen up 
your reading, as well as math skills over the summer. The good news is, 
there are ways to avoid the summer slide without sacrificing the 
freedom that summer promises. Listed below are a few ways to enrich 
over the summer without feeling like you’re back in school: 

● Start a Book Club - Not just any old book club, though! Grab a 
few friends and read a book, then watch the movie and compare 
both versions of the story.  

● Learn Vocabulary Words - Research proves that learning new 
words can positively impact reading skills. So crack open a 
dictionary and learn one new vocabulary word every day. 

● Visit Our Local Library - Believe it or not, libraries are pretty 
cool hangout spots -- with air conditioning. The Franklin 
Township Library offers tons of summer activities such as 
movie nights, summer reading clubs, crafts, and so much more. 
On your way out, you might be tempted to check out a few 
books… 

● Read Something Every Day - Experts from Scholastic suggest 
that students should read a little bit every day. This may include 
magazines, novels, newspaper articles, and even reading books 
to younger siblings. 

● Learn How to Cook or Bake - What’s better than avoiding the 
summer slide while making a delicious treat? Search up a recipe 
online or in a cookbook and put your math skills -- and your 
baking tools -- to use! Interpreting how much of each ingredient 
to add into a recipe means using fractions and measuring, but 
the outcome is totally worth it! 

● Join a Chess Club - Playing chess helps students to think 
strategically and quick on their feet, especially while playing 
speed chess. One summer memory of mine is not only learning 
to play chess at my local library, but introducing myself to a 
new hobby that I truly enjoy.  

Don’t forget to refer to the Summer Reading List created by our 
Language Arts teachers -- accessible on the FMS @HSC website.  

 
 

Bob The Builder Coming to Campus 
By: Lindsey Heyman 

When you come back to school on September 5th, be on the 
lookout. Our FMS @ HSC campus is scheduled for some 
construction projects.  Get ready to ooh and aah over some 21st 
century improvements planned such as:  

● Marquee-sign -- LED technology at Hamilton Street 
entrance 

● Stadium-sports -- extended track, bleachers, football 
stadium, multi purpose soccer field, stadium sign 

● Auditorium updates 
● Cafeteria sign 
● School logo 

 
 

FMS Student 
Council at Great 
Adventure 
By: Warrior Spirit Staff 
FMS Student Council (both 
HSC and SGS) is a member 
of the New Jersey 
Association of Student 
Councils, where each May 
they attend an NJASC 
meeting at Six Flags Great 
Adventure where they 
presented a donation check 
to the annual state charity; 
One Simple Wish.  

 

Summer Movie Preview -- The Lion King (Disney)  
By: Brayan Lucas Hernandez 
During the summer, many kids 
don’t have specific plans and 
some would rather stay inside 
doing nothing or playing video 
games. But, you may want to 
seek out some air conditioning, 
grab some popcorn, and go see 
the The Lion King. The movie's 
runtime is one hour and twenty 
four minutes. Rated G.  
This well-loved, animated 
movie made its first appearance 
in 1994. Now, after twenty-five years, the new Lion King movie comes out on July 19. This story about 
a young cub who is born to be the next Lion King overcoming a tragedy and making friends along the 
way to defeat his uncle Scar is a classic carved into the minds of Disney fans, and will now be made 
with a live action cast. The starring roles of Simba and Nala will be played by Donald Glover and 
Beyoncé, and more of your favorite characters are sure to be there for laughs and craziness.  
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